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We recognize that Fraser Health provides care on the traditional, ancestral 
and unceded lands of the Coast Salish and Nlaka’pamux Nations and is 
home to 32 First Nations within the Fraser Salish region. Fraser Health is 
dedicated to serving all Indigenous people, and honours the unique 
cultures of the First Nations, Métis and Inuit living within the Fraser Salish 
region.

We would also like to gratefully recognize that Indigenous peoples have 
been stewards and care takers of the lands, waters and ice and leaders in 
ecosystem conservation in what is now known as Canada, since time 
immemorial. 



Source: United Nations 1.5C: what it means and why it matters

https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/science/climate-issues/degrees-matter
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As the effects of climate change become more evident, British Columbia will likely see increased risks of 
wildfires, flooding and scarcity of water, leading to pressures both in supporting patients but also infrastructure.
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Canada is warming at twice the global rate and extreme weather is predicted to be more frequent and intense.1

EXTREME HEATWILDFIRES FLOODING

SEVERE WEATHER AIR POLLUTION DROUGHTS

Since the 1970s, the annual 
area burned by wildfires in 
British Columbia has more 
than doubled. 

The intensity of rainfall events 
in British Columbia has already 
increased by 20 per cent since 
the mid-20th century.

In the past century, the number 
of days with temperatures above 
25°C (77°F) has increased by 20 
per cent in British Columbia. 

Since the 1950s, the number 
of extreme precipitation events 
has increased by 10 per cent.

In recent years, British 
Columbia has experienced 
some of the worst air quality 
due to wildfire smoke.

Over the past century, the 
duration of drought events has 
increased by 20 per cent.

British Columbia is on the 
front lines of climate 
change in Canada.

Canada is warming at twice the global rate, and extreme 
weather is predicted to be more frequent and intense.

Droughts, floods, and storms could result in a total loss of CAD$108 billion 
to Canadian gross domestic product (GDP) between 2022 and 2050.

Source: Impacts of climate change - CleanBC (gov.bc.ca)

https://cleanbc.gov.bc.ca/about-climate-change/impacts-of-climate-change/
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Effects of Climate Change
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Source: Figure SPM.10 in IPCC, 2021: Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Sixth 
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Masson-Delmotte, V., P. Zhai, A. Pirani, S.L. Connors, C. Péan, S. Berger, N. Caud, Y. Chen, L. 
Goldfarb, M.I. Gomis, M. Huang, K. Leitzell, E. Lonnoy, J.B.R. Matthews, T.K. Maycock, T. Waterfield, O. Yelekçi, R. Yu, and B. Zhou (eds.)]. Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, UK and New York, NY,USA, pp. 3−32, doi: 10.1017/9781009157896.001 .]

https://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009157896.001


Health Care 
Delivery 
responsible for 
4.6 per cent 
Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) Emissions 
in Canada

Sources: Canada’s health system is among the least green, NHS 
Greener Health



Fraser Health is responding to 
the health impacts of climate 
change as well as its causes



Planetary Health 
Strategy: Strategic 

Priorities
3. Live our anchor 

mission by reinforcing 
the connection between 

planetary health and 
healthy communities

2. Create a climate 
resilient health system

1. Reduce the impact of 
our services on the 

planet

4. Cultivate a culture and 
system of social and 

environmental 
sustainability

Partnership     Research      Measurement           Evaluation        Technology              Leadership



Energy and Environmental Sustainability 
(EES) Public Reporting

Climate Change 
Accountability Report
Required reporting under Climate Change 
Accountability Act annually by the end of 
May. 

Focus: Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions 
for buildings, fleet and paper; actions and 
plans; climate leadership.

Environmental Performance 
Accountability Report
Voluntary report on actions and 
achievements published annually by the end 
of July.

Focus: Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions 
(broader), energy, food, waste, 
transportation, and water.



In Scope Emissions

In BC, health authorities are required to measure:
1. stationary fuel combustion and electricity
2. mobile fleet
3. paper

In 2023, Fraser health measured emissions this 
were 40,874 tonnes CO2equivalent - this would be 
equivalent to 27,329 homes’ electricity use for 
one year.
 

Source: 2023 Climate Change Accountability Report - FH

https://bcgreencare.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2023_FH_CCAR_final.pdf


Source: Fraser Health EPAR and CCAR reports





Source: Fraser Health EPAR and CCAR reports



Source: Fraser Health EPAR and CCAR reports



However, current 
measurements 
reflect only a 
small portion of 
our actual 
ecological 
footprint.



Inhaler Therapy

• Fraser Health is the first health 
region in Canada to provide a 
carbon footprint of inhaler therapy.

• Scenarios to reduce up to 6607 
tonnes CO2e annually. 

• This reduction would be equivalent 
to approximately 16 per cent of all 
our currently measured emissions.



Anesthetic Gases
• Royal Columbian Hospital made headlines by 

stopping use of desflurane – a potent 
greenhouse gas used in anesthesia - in 2022.

• This advocacy started action across Fraser 
Health.

• By end of fiscal year, all sites will have 
stopped using desflurane.

• From 2022/23 to 23/24, this change will save 
equivalent of 70,000 litres of gasoline 
consumed (estimated).

• Work underway to abandon piped in Nitrous 
oxide – a system that leaks up to 95 per cent 
into the atmosphere.



Food Choices and Food Waste
• Signed the Cool Food Pledge, to reduce the 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions associated with 
the food served at Royal Columbian Hospital.

• Launched the Choice Dining pilot at Royal 
Columbian Hospital and Surrey Memorial Hospital, 
an innovative hospital food service that helps 
empower patients and their loved ones with the 
power of meal selection while also reducing food 
waste 

• Participating in Nourish Leadership cohort working 
on: 

• Bringing the concept of food into healing 
• Improving patient and staff food experience 
• Establishing planetary health menus 
• Advancing sustainable purchasing



Planetary Health Champions

Reusable Linen Wraps at Eagle Ridge Hospital

Dr. Kevin Liang is supporting the use of low carbon 
inhalers across the Fraser region

Reusable surgical gowns at Peace Arch Hospital

Enhancing the natural environment at our sites

Reducing pharmaceutical waste at Surrey Memorial 
Hospital

More local and planetary health friendly food
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