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Welcome

We would like to acknowledge that 
Fraser Health provides care on the 
traditional, ancestral, and unceded 
territories of the Coast Salish and 
Nlaka’pamux Nations, and is home 
to six Métis Chartered Communities .

We acknowledge and honour the lives lost from toxic drug poisoning and the impact on our 
families, friends, and communities.



The facts about toxic drug poisoning

What is happening…





Fentanyl is present 
in most samples





Illicit Drug Toxicity Deaths in Fraser Health



Toxic Drug Poisoning Events in Fraser Health
April 2023





70 per cent of deaths 
in the general 

population are men



Over 70 per cent of 
deaths are between 
the ages of 30-59



Many people are 
dying in private 

residences



First Nations in BC and the 
Toxic Drug Crisis



Health System Response
? 

What are we doing….



Fraser Health Services that Support People 
who use Substances



Stigma and 
discrimination 

prevents people 
from accessing 

services



Public Health Programs
Health Promotion 



Hope Inclusion Project:
Equity K-4 
Anti-Oppression Curriculum



An event hosted by Chilliwack Community 
Action Table (CAT) on July 13th
 Public Health Networks (PHNs) supporting toxic 

drug response and the harm reduction 
coordinators are members of the CATs and are 
often involved in planning these type of events 
in communities across the region.

This event will:
 Raise awareness about toxic drug supply crisis,
 Advocate for overdose prevention services in 

our community,
 Collectively grieve thousands of lost loved ones, 

and;
 Raise awareness to break down long-standing 

stigmas towards people who use drugs.



Toxic Drug Response and Priority 
Populations
Prevention of Harms related to Substance Use 



Drug Checking Services



Overdose Outreach Teams (OOT)
We work in allyship with people who are at risk of illicit drug 
poisoning and are not accessing health supports to reduce 

harms, without necessarily having them stop using substances 



Overdose Prevention Services 
(OPS)



Overdose Prevention Sites Overdose Outreach TeamsDrug Checking

Service Locations



Substance Use Program and 
Addictions Medicine Services 
Treatment and Recovery 



Services
Rapid Access to Addiction Care (RAAC) Clinics

Opioid Agonist Treatment (OAT) Services

Injectable Opioid Agonist Treatment (iOAT)
Tablet injectable Opioid Agonist Treatment (TiOAT)
Fentanyl Patch Program
Addiction Medicine Consult Teams (hospital)
Intensive Case Management Teams 

Opioid Agonist Treatment (OAT): 
First Line Treatment



Connection to Care 

Services
Rapid Access to Addiction Care Clinics 

Referral Coordination Service
Substance Use Services

Virtual Health Addiction Clinic

Substance Use Services Access Team



What is working…
Population specific responses 



Cheam Mobile Overdose Prevention 



Support for those who use at home alone 



Integrated Homelessness Action teams 
(IHART)

• Regional network of multidisciplinary care 
providers to support the needs of people 
who are sheltered, unsheltered and living in 
encampments and select supportive housing 
environments.

• Stabilize and treat chronic health conditions, 
including mental health and  substance use 
disorders

• Support transitions to shelter or housing in 
collaboration with BC Housing and  other partners

• Support people's stability in their new housing 
through continuity of care and  quick response to 
escalating or destabilizing health concerns

• Reduce risk of overdose and other life-
threatening incidents



South Asian Supports



fraserhealth.ca


