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Flowchart for Respiratory Illness Measures 
For each of the scenarios outlined in the flowchart, it is critically important to remain vigilant in surveillance in 
case the situation changes; for example, more than one virus may be causing illness in the same setting, 
additional laboratory testing may be indicated, a client may have developed complications or a bacterial infection 
and need medical assessment, etc. 

1 or more residents in a neighborhood, floor or specific area with confirmed 
respiratory illness i.e. influenza, COVID-19 or other

Influenza
Other non-COVID, non-
influenza RI's (e.g. RSV)

COVID-19

If positive for influenza 
follow Influenza One Case 

checklist

2 or more lab confirmed 
influenza cases in 

residents

One Case

In consultation with 
public health, is influenza 

outbreak declared

If resident positive 
for COVID-19 

follow Enhanced 
Monitoring 
Outbreak 

Checklist-one 
positive case *

If positive for a non-
COVID, non-influenza RI, 
follow other Respiratory 

Illness Checklist *

Outbreak 
declaration is 

at the 
discretion of 

the MHO.  
Follow 

direction from 
Public Health

Continue with 
Influenza Infection 
Control Measures 

as directed by 
Public Health

Implement Influenza 
Outbreak Control 

Measures Checklist 

Subsequent swab 
results (if applicable)

no

yes

* If multiple viruses identif ied, apply most 
stringent control measures, and consult 

public health

Positive 
for COVID-

19

1) Inform Public Health of new 
organism on Tool 27

2)Continue with Influenza and/or 
COVID-19 Infection Control 

Measures(as directed by PH)

Positive for 
Influenza

Outbreak already 
declared

1) Continue with 
Influenza outbreak 
control measures

2)Update and send in 
Tool 27 daily with new 

results

No

Yes

 


