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ILLICIT DRUG TOXICITY DEATHS

• According to BC Coroners Service, there were 57 illicit drug toxicity deaths in Fraser Health in April 2023.

• This is a 8% increase from the number of deaths reported in the previous month, with 53 deaths in March 2023.

• Compared to 2022, the greatest increases in (projected) drug toxicity deaths in 2023 have been seen in Chilli-
wack (+68%) and Langley (+21%) (Table 1).
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PARAMEDIC-ATTENDED TOXIC DRUG POISONING EVENTS

• Paramedics responded to 653 suspected toxic drug poisoning events across Fraser Health in March 2023; this
is a 9% increase compared to the average of the previous 12 months (Table 2).

• Compared to 2022, the greatest increases in the projected rate of paramedic-attended toxic drug poisoning
events in 2023 have occurred in Port Coquitlam (+50%), Chilliwack (+29%), and Port moody / Anmore / Belcarra
(+23%) (Table 2).

• Compared to 2022, the largest decreases in the projected rate of paramedic-attended toxic drug poisoning
events in 2023 have occurred in Abbotsford (-36%), Pitt Meadows (-32%), and City of Langley (-28%) (Table
2).
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