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Information about naloxone for schools

OnJuly 1 2025, the Minister of Education issued the Support Services for Schools Ministerial Order, which includes a
mandate for school boards to establish, maintain, and make publicly available a policy for responding to unexpected
health emergencies, including by making naloxone available and readily accessible. Implementation of the Order is
supported by the Response to Unexpected Health Emergencies Policy.

Naloxone is an opioid antidote which, when paired with rapid recognition of an opioid poisoning, and proper ventilation,
can be lifesaving. Per this new policy, naloxone must be made available at all public secondary schools by December 31,
2025, and at all public middle and elementary schools by September 8, 2026.

School policies must be in alignment with WorkSafe BC requirements. According to the directive, naloxone storage
should be clearly marked and accessible, and naloxone should be routinely checked to ensure it has not gone past its
expiry date. Naloxone should be presented to the school and community in a non-stigmatizing way to encourage its use
and community comfortability.

As an initial step, the following information is intended to support procurement and training for the administration of
naloxone as they begin to operationalize the Provincial Order. Schools will also find helpful information in the Ministry of
Education and Child Care’s FAQ.

Procurement for school use

Injectable naloxone kits for occupational (staff) use can be ordered online via the Product Distribution Centre (PDC). For
assistance in ordering naloxone kits for public schools, please contact: PDCCustomerSer@gov.bc.ca or 604-927-2000.
Pricing is determined by the PDC.

Intranasal (nasal) naloxone is administered by spraying naloxone in the nose. Some schools may prefer to obtain this
formulation for occupational use. Nasal naloxone can be purchased through a community pharmacy. Please note that
some pharmacy stores may not have stock in-store, therefore it is recommended that schools connect with pharmacies
directly in advance to place an order.

While not required by the Order, private and independent schools wishing to purchase naloxone may purchase
intranasal and/or injectable formulations through a community pharmacy. Schools should clarify that they are seeking
kits for occupational use.

Training

Online and self-guided training is available free of charge at the following sites:

e Naloxone 101 Course (comprehensive opioid drug poisoning recognition and response training)
e NaloxoneTraining.com (best for refreshing knowledge)
e Online and in-person training courses are available through St John Ambulance
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WorkSafe BC offers a list of Workplace First Aid Training Providers that meet WorkSafe BC requirements and standards.
The Ministerial Order requires schools to have both AEDs and naloxone available and, since these lifesaving tools may be
used conjointly or separately, districts are encouraged to seek training where both skills are taught.

Additional resources on naloxone are also available:

e Additional education resources and videos are available at www.TowardTheHeart.com

e Not Just Naloxone is a train-the-trainer program (virtual or in-person) that provides an Indigenous perspective
around substance use

e For more information on nasal naloxone access through First Nation's Health Benefits visit the First Nations
Health Authority Naloxone page

e Guidelines for Providing Harm Reduction Services to Youth in BC

Though schools are encouraged to provide naloxone training, the BCCDC does not recommend distributing kits to all
individuals trained, or bulk distributing at group trainings/events.

Take Home Naloxone (THN) program

The BCCDC's Take Home Naloxone (THN) program supplies registered sites, including many community pharmacies,
with kits for ongoing distribution to individuals at risk of experiencing a drug poisoning, or those likely to witness and
respond to a drug poisoning such as friends, family, and certain community members. THN distribution sites can be
found through the Take Home Naloxone Site Finder.

The program’s scope does not include occupational use, therefore on-site naloxone at schools should be sourced
through the alternate purchasing pathways above.

Overdose recognition and response training for students

While not required by the Order, Fraser Health is supportive of overdose recognition and response training for students.
Schools can review the resources on the Fraser Health website, including a draft policy template.

Further information

Schools may reach out to their local Harm Reduction Lead to discuss implementation of the Ministerial Order, and learn
more about youth-specific resources in their community.
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