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INTENT / PURPOSE 
Health Canada’s Access to Cannabis for Medical Purposes Regulations (ACMPR) outlines the 
rules for growing, buying and selling cannabis in Canada. While cannabis has not been 
approved as a drug or medicine by Health Canada, the ACMPR enables reasonable access to a 
legal source of cannabis for medical purposes when permitted by a medical or nurse 
practitioner. A separate policy on medical cannabis has been created (Cannabis: Medical 
Purposes – Policy). 
 
This policy sets out the expectations for Fraser Health staff and physicians in responding to 
requests from patients/clients/residents to use cannabis for non-medical purposes in a care 
setting. The policy is applicable to all Fraser Health services in owned and operated, contracted 
and affiliated settings.  
 
POLICY 
1. Health care providers, visitors, or other patients/clients/residents will not be involuntarily 

exposed to the secondary pharmacological effects or safety risks of cannabis. 
 

2. The use of cannabis will not contravene any existing laws or regulations. The use of 
cannabis shall not compromise standards of professional practice or increase legal liabilities 
of health care providers. Fraser Health’s cannabis policies and Clinical Practice Guideline 
reflect the pertinent Federal laws and professional regulatory requirements. 
 

3. Non-medical cannabis, even when obtained from sources permitted in the ACMPR will not 
be handled or administered by staff. See corresponding Clinical Practice Guideline 
“Cannabis for Medical Purposes in Fraser Health Region” on responding appropriately. 
 

4. Smoking or vaporization routes of cannabis are prohibited in or on all Fraser Health owned 
and/or operated premises, facilities and grounds, owned or leased premises and corporately 
owned or leased vehicles, or while persons are receiving care from Fraser Health 
employees or contracted service providers as per Fraser Health’s Smoke Free Policy (e.g. 
WorkSafe BC regulations requires that clients do not smoke or vaporize one hour prior to 
receiving care/treatment). Non-medical cannabis in baked goods, candy, or other edible 
formats will not be permitted. 
 

5. Health care providers are not responsible for:  
a. Safe and secure storage of non-medical cannabis;  

_________________________ 
© Fraser Health Authority 
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b. Administration of non-medical cannabis  
c. Documenting patients/clients/residents self-administration of cannabis for non-

medical purposes on the medication administration record (MAR) but, when aware, 
should document relevant factual clinical observations in the progress notes (e.g. 
“client left premises, returned 20 minutes later and advised ‘had smoked a joint’ and 
returned to bed”). 

 
6. Within the context of cannabis, health care providers will use the following overarching 

values to guide decision-making. (The values are listed in priority order; details provided in 
Appendix A): 

 
• Community safety and well-being: We ensure the health, safety, and comfort of others in 

the community of care. 
• Patient health and well-being: We prevent and/or minimize harm to our patients. We 

improve patient health status outcomes. Treatment decisions are not adversely impacted 
by the personal beliefs/values of healthcare providers (the same as with any other 
pharmaceutical product). We respect the values of our patients. 

• Health care provider and contractor integrity: We provide clear guidance to health care 
providers and minimize their risk of exposure to legal action 

• Fraser Health integrity: We aim to meet Fraser Health’s regulatory requirements when 
they are clear in their guidance. We support patients’ health and quality of life. 

• Positive patient-care provider relationships: We support and build trust between patients 
and their care providers. We mitigate potential harm to patient-provider relationships 
caused by rigid policies/procedures (e.g. through clarity, education, consultation, policy 
translation). 

• Respect for patients: Our patients do not feel judged by their health care providers; 
patients are supported to make informed health care decisions with a clear 
understanding of what is important to them and the relevant facts. 

• Consistency: We are consistent with other Fraser Health policies and practices. 
• Well-informed decisions: We pursue evidence-based clinical practice wherever possible 

 
EXPECTATIONS OF PATIENT/CLIENT/RESIDENT USE OF NON-MEDICAL CANNABIS 
Where patients/clients/residents decide to continue use of their own non-medical cannabis, 
health care providers must communicate the following to them: 
  
With respect to use, patients/clients/residents are expected to: 

• Advise their Most Responsible Physician (MRP) of their use of non-medical cannabis so 
that the MRP may consider possible drug interactions with the patients/clients/residents 
other therapies; 

• For their own safety, advise their direct care providers when they have self-administered 
non-medical cannabis; 

• Be aware that Fraser Health will not provide or be responsible to administer non-medical 
cannabis;  

• Adhere to related Fraser Health policies (e.g. Smoke-Free Policy). 
• Request a consultation with an addictions medicine provider if they feel their cannabis 

use could be causing problems for themselves or others;   
_________________________ 
© Fraser Health Authority 



    CORPORATE POLICY, STANDARDS and PROCEDURE 
  Page 3 of 4 

   POLICY TITLE 
   CANNABIS: NON-MEDICAL PURPOSES – POLICY  

Catalogue Page  
Number 
#2980 

 
• Non-medical cannabis in baked goods, candy, or other edible formats will not be 

permitted. 
 
Regarding handling and storage of cannabis, patients/clients/residents are expected to: 

• Ensure that other patients/clients/residents, healthcare providers, and the public do not 
have access or exposure to the product or equipment; 

• Understand that Fraser Health has no responsibility for the storage of cannabis;  
• Assume full responsibility for administration and for safe and secure storage of their 

personal cannabis including, for example, engaging family members or others to store 
the product if there is no secure patient/client/resident-specific storage on the unit or 
program. 

 
DEFINITIONS 
ACMPR (Access to Cannabis for Medical Purposes Regulations): this is the current federal 
legislation governing medical cannabis in Canada. It replaced the MMPR (Cannabis for Medical 
Purposes, 2014-16), which had replaced the MMAR (Cannabis Medical Access Regulations, 
2001-14). 
 
Cannabis Act: The Cannabis Act is a regulatory framework for controlling the production, 
distribution, sale, and possession of cannabis for recreational purposes nationwide in Canada.  
The Act, also known as Bill C-45, is in effect on October 17, 2018. http://laws-
lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-24.5/. 
 
Licensed producer: the holder of a license issued under the ACMPR and one of the three legal 
sources for medical cannabis. Health Canada provides licenses for producers of medical 
cannabis (see Health Canada’s Authorized Licensed Producers under the ACMPR). List of 
Licensed Producers via Health Canada here: https://www.canada.ca/en/health-
canada/services/drugs-health-products/medical-use-marijuana/licensed-producers/authorized-
licensed-producers-medical-purposes.html. 
 
Medical Cannabis: cannabis obtained by the client from a licensed producer, under the Access 
to Cannabis for Medical Purposes Regulations. 
 
Non-medical Cannabis: cannabis that is not authorized by a medical document and is 
obtained by the client as per the Cannabis Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
© Fraser Health Authority 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-24.5/
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-24.5/
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/medical-use-marijuana/licensed-producers/authorized-licensed-producers-medical-purposes.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/medical-use-marijuana/licensed-producers/authorized-licensed-producers-medical-purposes.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/medical-use-marijuana/licensed-producers/authorized-licensed-producers-medical-purposes.html
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